AABE LIPP Committee
SUPPLIER DIVERSITY WORK GROUP
Conference Call Summary
(August 19, 2011 @ 11am EST)

Participants
David Owens
Michael Baker
Paula Jackson
Sabrina Campbell
Susan Bostic
Tita Gray
Walter McLeod (chair)

1. W. McLeod opened the call at 11am EST. After welcoming participants, he led introductions and opened the discussion.
2. S. Campbell agreed to share her bio as a sample for work group members to use to develop their own.  P. Jackson agreed to circulate the sample bio.  W. McLeod requested that all work group members provide a current bio.
3. D. Owens explained the connection between LIPP and the Supplier Diversity (SD) work group.  He discussed the need to coordinate the SD work group efforts on policy with the AABE Entrepreneurs committee.  He also provided extensive background on the history of the NARUC UMAP project.
4. Participants on the call listed the following topics for consideration in developing the SD work group mission statement:
· new opportunities for diverse suppliers
· women business owners as diverse suppliers
· university/HBCU programs
· financing options for diverse suppliers
· investment banks and venture capitalists
· opportunity preparation for diverse suppliers
5. W. McLeod agreed to provide SD work group members the Utility Market Access Partnership (UMAP) Strategy prepared by NARUC.  He suggested that the work group could use it as a starting point to develop an AABE position on Supplier Diversity.  The AABE Board would have to decide if an AABE/NARUC partnership could evolve from the UMAP Strategy.
[bookmark: _GoBack]6. T. Gray informed the SD work group that she was scheduled to meet with CPU Commissioner Tim Simon next week to discuss General Order (GO) 156 and other topics related to the AABE Northern California Chapter which she chairs.  She agreed to present the topic of AABE and the UMAP Strategy with him and to share a summary of the GO 156 with the work group.
7. S. Bostic mentioned the work her company has done on supplier diversity with the National Minority Supplier Development Council and Greenlining Instituted in South Carolina.  She agreed to provide the SD work group with more information about both groups on the next conference call.

8. W. McLeod and D. Owens informed the SD work group members of the possibility for supplier diversity policy to be included in President Obama’s Jobs Bill.
9. W. McLeod agreed to distribute a webinar outline for the group to consider before the next scheduled conference call.  He will survey the SD work group to schedule the next conference call.
10. The call was adjourned at 11:50am EST.

